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?ieft. If only we crazy, wild-eyed buzzkillers would just let people have theijr
l jollies without getting all whiny about it, a] would be well, right>
| I don’t think so. And you don't really think so. And I'd be willing to bet

Girl, Unreconstructed

continues to posit women’s bodies and minds ag punch lines, and that Why Girl Power Is Bad for Feminism

i judges women’s humor by standards that weren't drafted with us in mind
(bu.t hey, you're pretty funny for a gjr] . . ), it’s clear that feminist humor’s

| o Rachel Fudge / BITCHfest 2006
| assimilation from outsider aberration into just plain American humor is

ON THE LONG LIST OF THINGS THAT ARE BAD FOR FEMINISM—
Phyllis Schlafly, Girls Gone Wild, pharmacists who refuse to fill birth-control
prescriptions, to name but a few—girl power would hardly seem to be the
most pernicious. And yet as one of the most visible contemporary manifes-
tations of the vague idea of feminism, it earns a special place of loathing in
this feminist’s heart. Why? Well, let me count the ways: Girl power reduces
% the theoretical complexity of feminism to a cheery slogan (“cIris xick
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Ass!”); it represents the ultimate commodification of empowerment; it rein-
forces the simplistic conception of feminism as being, at heart, “all about
choices.” But most of all, it grabbed the rhetoric from one of the most po-

tentially powerful, yet woefully misunderstood, feminist uprisings of my
. generation, discarded every ounce of political heft, and reduced it to cheap
* iron-on letters on a baby T,

: I am talking, of course, about the short-lived explosion of feminist ac-
: tivism and creative culture known as riot grrrl—that early-'9os movement
born out of young women’s frustrations with the male-dominated punk-
rock scenes of Washington, D.C.; Olympia, Washington; London, England;
and later, cities all across the United States and Europe. Much like the
founders of the women’s liberation movement two decades earlier, who
grew tired of fighting shoulder to shoulder with their male comrades for
peace and justice only to be relegated to coffee-making and free-love-
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