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The Funk the War Air Force is modeled on the example of the Zapatista Army of National Liberation
from the jungle highlands at the southern tip of Mexico. The Zapatistas are indigenous peasant
families who rose up in 1994 to defend their dignity from a corrupt government that refused to
recognize their voices, and they inspired millions across the planet with their bold deeds and humble
words. Disparate social movements, from farmers in Karnataka, India to squatter-punks in Berlin
found inspiration in the Zapatistas to come together in a global “movement of movements.”

What follows is a story of the Zapatista Air Force, the inspiration for the Funk the War Air Force:

e new century is three days old when the
Mexican army encampment of Amadér
Hernandez, nestled deep in the Lacandén jungle

of Chiapas in the country’s southeast, comes under attack
from the air. The air force of the indigenous Zapatista
Army of National Liberation (EZLN) swoops down in
its hundreds on the unprepared troops.

'This is an army of paper airplanes, which soar, curve, and
dive in the dappled forest sunlight. Some are caught in
the teeth of the barbed wire fence. Some fall to the forest
floor, and are silenced. But many are well-thrown — they
rise, dip, bank, and swerve past the bracken and black
plastic sheeting straight into the army dormitories.

They are heavily armed with words of resistance and
launched over the fence around the base by the local
people, indigenous Tzeltals. For weeks, months now,
they have been chanting, singing, crying to the troops —

that they want peace. They want the low-flying military
aircraft to stop terrorizing their village. They don't want
the army to build a road through their forest. They
want their rights, their dignity as indigenous people.
But their voices are lost in the damp canopy of forest
as the camp commanders drown them out by blasting
military marches|...Jover the PA system. And the
soldiers are just children, far from home, frightened of
the Zapatistas, who the state governor has warned are
about to launch a violent attack on the base.

But now, finally, the Tzeltal voices have penetrated
the fence of power with their message of resistance to
the federal troops, and lampooned the hyped threat of
Zapatista violence. On each plane is written the words:
“Wake up! Open your eyes so you can see! Soldiers, we
know that poverty has made you sell your lives and your
souls. I also am poor, as are millions. But you are worse

off, for defending our exploiters.”

from the book We Are Everywhere, by the Notes from Nowhere Collective.
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